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My birthday.   41.   I read some of the memoirs of Boston1
to-day.   Of course morbidly religious, but very well written.   I
can conceive that the average of writing at the end of the iTth-
cent, was higher than it is to-day.
Friday, May zgth.
Jnst to note what the Bal des Quat'z Arts was in 1908. Cal-
vocoressi went to this year's ball, being officially invited as a
director of the Russian opera. He said that there were a large
number of women there absolutely naked, and many men who
wore nothing better than a ceinture of bones which concealed
nothing. Calvo said that on leaving at 4 a.m. he saw a naked
woman calmly standing outside in the street, smoking a cigar-
ette, surrounded by a crowd of about 200 people. He said he
had heard that afterwards a procession of nudities was formed
and went down the Champs Elysees. The ball was held at the
" Bowling Palace " (or some such hall) at Neuilly, so as to be
' out of bounds' of the City.
He took me yesterday afternoon to make the acquaintance of
the Godebskis,2 at Valvin. Husband, wife, 2 small kids. Poles.
Among the most charming people I have ever met. Purely
artistic. GodebsM once owned and edited a little review.
Looks like a Jew but is not one. I saw on a table a copy of
Mallarm^'s " Divagations", with the envoi from the author
" A son vieil ami, Godebski." Not interested in anything but
artistic manifestations. I said I had gas and they hadn't.
Godebski said he didn't like gas-lamps. I said : " For cooking."
" Yes/* he said, carelessly, " but with alcohol and oil they can
manage." Didn't care a damn about inconveniences. A whole
crowd of artistic youth there; various French accents. A
picturesque, inconvenient house, full of good and bad furniture
in various styles. A large attic, with rafters, formed the salon;
a good grand piano in it. Deodat de Severac played his new
suite. He seemed a very simple sincere person, especially in Ms
ingenuous explanations of his music: " J'ai voulu evoquer.
1M A General Account of My life ". Thomas Boston (1677-1732} T*as
a Scottish divine and theological -writer. His book was repubHshed in
1908.
* Cepa Godebski became an intimate friend of Arnold Bennett. He is
-a painter of considerable repute in Paris.
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